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Idiom    Meaning 

Copy-cat   Someone copies the ideas of other people. 

Fishy    If someone is fishy you are suspicious of them – you don’t trust them. 

Eager beaver   This is a person who is very excited about doing something. 

Chicken out   If you chicken out you are afraid to do something. 

Cat nap    You have a short sleep – quick nap. 

Dog days   Very hot days. 

Get the lion’s share  If you get the lion’s share you get the biggest percentage of something. 

Smell a rat   If you smell a rat you think that something is not right. 

Rat race    The competitive world of business – competing against each other. 

Barking up the wrong tree You have the wrong idea about something. 

 

Example sentences 

- Jane is the biggest copy-cat in the company. She never has any of her own ideas.           
(Jane always steals other people’s ideas. She never has any of her own.) 

- I think our new clients are a bit fishy. I don’t think we should do business with them.           
(I think our new clients are not trustworthy. I don’t think we should do business with them.) 

- I think we should choose Luka because she is an eager beaver.                           
(I think we should choose Luka because she always wants to help out.)        

- I think Peter will chicken out because he is so shy.                                             
(I think Peter will say no because he is so shy.) 

- I am going to take a cat nap before the meeting this afternoon.                                  
(I am going to have a short sleep before the meeting this afternoon.) 

- I hate the dog days of summer because they make me so tired.                               
(I hate the hot days of summer because they make me so tired.) 

- Jane always gets the lion’s share of the resources. We have no chance of competing with her.         
(Jane always gets most of the resources. We have no chance of competing with her) 

- I don’t think we should sign the contract because I smell a rat.                          
(I don’t think we should sign the contract because I think something is not right.) 

- I hate being in the rat race because it’s so stressful.                          
(I hate being in this competitive environment because it’s so stressful.) 

- John is barking up the wrong tree if he thinks Jane will help him.                
(John has the wrong idea if he thinks Jane will help him.) 
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See below for an example dialogue of how they can be used in daily work life. 

 

Dialogue 

Paul: Hi Luka, How are you today? 

Luka: I am pretty bad today because Jane stole my idea for the pesentation next week. 

Paul: What! I thought something was fishy when she was explaining it to me yesterday because 
she couldn’t answer some of my questions about it. I promise to let everyone know it was 
your idea. You have to be careful because she is the biggest copy-cat in the company. I think 
the CEO’s were barking up the wrong tree when they promoted her. 

Luka: Thanks for helping me! When I saw Jane on my computer last week I should have smelt a rat 
then. I will change my passwords straight away. To be honest, if this is what the rat race is 
like I don’t want to be part of it because I can’t work with people like that. She always gets 
the lion’s share of the resources and now I know why. She just lies to get her way. 

Paul: Don’t worry too much about it because everyone knows what she is like. Anyway, I do have 
some good news for you! 

Luka: What is it? 

Paul: The CEO knows that you work very hard. He even called you an eager beaver when I spoke 
with him this morning. So he wants to give you the chance to start your own project. 

Luka: Really! 

Paul: Yes! He wants to speak with you today. Do you have time? 

Luka: Yes, but I am very nervous now because this will be my first time to lead a project. I am not 
sure if I can do it. 

Paul: Have confidence in yourself! This is not the time to chicken out. Take the opportunity and 
believe in yourself. 

Luka: Thanks Paul! Is it ok if I take a cat nap before I see him because this heat is making me very 
tired. I hate the dog days of summer. 

Paul: Of course!  

 

 

 

 

Let the journey of discovery begin 


