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Animal idioms 2 

 

Idiom    Meaning 

A whale of a time  Have a very good time – enjoy yourself very much. 

Take the bull by the horn  You face a challenge and do the best that you can – go for it. 

A wolf in sheep’s clothing  Someone who looks trustworthy but really they are not. 

A dog’s dinner   Something / someone is very messy / unattractive. 

It’s raining cats & dogs  It’s raining very heavily. 

As free as a bird   You have nothing to do – have a lot of free time. 

Hold you your horses  Hold on / wait a moment / be patient. 

The black sheep   A person who is the lazy / bad member of the group. 

You can lead a horse to water  You can show people what to do but you can’t make them do it.    
but you can’t make it drink 

 

Example sentences 

- We had a whale of a time at the bar last night.                  
(We had a good time at the bar last night.) 

- You need to take the bull by the horn and apply for promotion.         
(You need to accept the challenge and apply for promotion.) 

- Be careful of Jane because she is a wolf in sheep’s clothing.                   
(Be careful of Jane because you can’t trust her.) 

- The presentation looks like a dog’s dinner. Please do it again!                                     
(The presentation looks like a mess. Please do it again!) 

- I don’t want to go outside because it’s raining cats and dogs.                                  
(I don’t want to go outside because it’s raining very heavily.) 

- I am as free as a bird so if you need any help let me know.                               
(I have nothing to do so if you need any help let me know.) 

- Please hold your horses and listen to what I have to say.                     
(Please wait a moment and listen to what I have to say.) 

- John is the black sheep of the team because he never finishes his work on time.                
(John is the worst member of the team because he never finishes his work on time.) 

- It is not my fault he didn’t finish. You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make it drink.            
(It is not my fault he didn’t finish. You can show people what to do but you can’t make them do it.) 
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See below for an example dialogue of how they can be used in daily work life. 

 

Dialogue 

Paul: Hi patrick, how did Jane’s presntation go yesterday? 

Patrick: To be honest, it went very badly because the PPT presentation looked like a dog’s dinner. I 

tried telling her many times and gave her advice on how to improve it but she didn’t listen. 

The situation reminds me of the expression, you can lead a horse to water but you can’t 

make it drink. I think this expression was written for her. 

Paul: I am sorry to hear that. Everyone knows that Jane is the black sheep of the team. She only 

cares for herself and never takes any advice. 

Patrick: She is like a wolf in sheep’s clothing! She looks very nice but in reality she is a terrible 

person to work for. I feel like going to the CEO and telling him what I think of her. 

Paul: Hold your horses! If you do that you will be the one in trouble. Look, we have a presentation 

tomorrow with the same customers. Why don’t you take the bull by the horn and take over 

the presentation. I will tell Jane that it was my decision so she won’t be able to stop you. 

Patrick: Great! I would love the opportunity to show what I can do. I promise that it will be a success. 

Paul: I trust you! And, if it is a success I will take the team out this Friday. Are you free? 

Patrick:  I am as free as a bird. 

Paul:  It will be raining cats and dogs on Friday but I am sure we will have a whale of time. 

Patrick:  I can’t wait!  

Let the journey of discovery begin 


