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Animal idioms 1 

 

Idiom     Meaning 

Let the cat out of the bag   Someone revealed a secret when they shouldn’t have. 

In the dog house    If you are in the dog house someone is angry with you. 

No spring chicken   You are not young anymore. 

Heard it straight from the horse's mouth You find out information directly from the person them self.  

Kill two birds with one stone  You do two things at once. 

Drink like a fish    If you drink like a fish you drink a lot of alcohol. 

Eat like a pig    Someone eats a lot of food and not in a polite way. 

Early bird catches the worm  If you start early and are not lazy you will succeed. 

It’s a dog life    Life is hard. 

 

Example sentences 

- Paul let the cat out of the bag when he told me I was going to be promoted.           
(Paul made a mistake in telling me I was going to be promoted because it was meant to be a secret.) 

- Jane is in the dog house because she never finished the project on time.      
(Jane is in trouble because she never finished the project on time.) 

- You shouldn’t do overtime every day because you are no spring chicken.               
(You shouldn’t do overtime every day because you are not as young as you used to be.) 

- I heard it straight from the horse's mouth that you are going to be promoted.                                   
(I heard it directly from the CEO that you are going to be promoted.) 

- If we work together we can kill two birds with one stone.                                  
(If we work together we can do two things at the same time.) 

- John needs to be careful because he always drinks like a fish.                        
(John needs to be careful because he always drinks too much.) 

- I hate going out with Jane because she eats like a pig.                      
(I hate going out with Jane because she eats too much and is a messy eater.) 

- If you want to be successful remember that the early bird catches the worm.                
(If you want to be successful remember that you must start early and never be lazy.) 

- I hate working with Jane every day. It’s a dog’s life!                          
(I hate working with Jane every day. Life is not easy!) 
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See below for an example dialogue of how they can be used in daily work life. 

 

Dialogue 

Paul: Hi patrick, did you hear that Jane is being promoted again? 

Patrick: Oh my god! Who told you? 

Paul: I heard it straight from the horses mouth. I went for dinner with her last night and she told 

me herself.  

Patrick: I have to say that not many people will be happy to hear that. Be careful not to tell anyone 

else because if she knows you let the cat out of the bag she won’t be happy. 

Paul: I don’t mind because I am already in the dog house. She is angry with me for delaying the 

meeting again. 

Patrick: I promise not to tell anyone ok. Anyway, why did you go for dinner with her? Everyone 

knows she drinks like a fish and eats like pig. 

Paul: I wanted to kill two birds with one stone. My client wanted to meet her and it also gave me 

the chance to discuss the deadline for the new project. It went ok and my client was very 

happy. 

Patrick: I am happy for you.  

Paul: So why are you here so early today? 

Patrick: You know what they say, the early bird catches the worm. I am looking for promotion myself 

so I am working hard. 

Paul: You are no spring chicken so don’t work too hard! 

Patrick: Ha Ha … I am used to it! Money doesn’t come easy so I have to work hard to get it. 

Paul: I know. It’s a dog’s life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let the journey of discovery begin 


